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PRINCIPAL’S

WELCOME
Since opening in 2012, Bede Academy’s Sixth Form has grown from strength to strength, and we are rightfully 

proud of the incredible outcomes that have resulted from our students’ dedication and hard work. Every year 

students leave us to go on to a wide range of opportunities. More students than ever are going on to study at 

top Universities, including Russell Group institutions. Successful Oxford and Cambridge applications continue 

to grow as well as those for nationally and internationally recognised courses. As our course offers have 

diversified, we have continued to grow, with now a growing proportion of our students successfully engaging 

with Degree Apprenticeships and other high level career pathways. Our strong links with Universities, as well 

as industry both locally at the Port of Blyth and beyond is driving our growth. We are also delighted to be 

expanding our curriculum offer by including T levels in a range of subjects. Each currriulum is designed with 

employers to help students develop the skills employers are looking for.

MR A THELWELL
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For those aspiring towards university, Bede Academy provides 

the very latest facilities for study within small class sizes 

alongside increased freedom for personal study. Coupled with 

this freedom is the support mechanisms of individual tutors, 

pastoral care and daily routines which provide the securities 

necessary to help you to achieve your personal best. Whether 

university, an apprenticeship or work is the next step - the 

values at Bede are firmly aligned with what future employers are 

looking for. Furthermore, we provide leadership opportunities 

where the eldest students lead the younger years through 

prefectship, house captaincy, reading mentor schemes, sports 

coaching and, most of all, by personal example. By creating this 

balance between personal security and increased freedom, 

students at Bede are able to take on more responsibility for 

their future success, while still having strong support systems 

in place for when they need them.

At Bede, this means the freedom to balance study with music, 

drama, sport, community service, publications, work experience 

and sharing the care of younger students with the staff team. 

Whether planning for work, training, university or just life itself, 

these are the things which help you to grow as well-rounded 

people and which best prepare you for whatever lies ahead.

As you read these few pages, we want to offer you the 

opportunity of studying in the best and most modern facilities 

in the area, safe in the knowledge that we have the experience 

of knowing how to bridge these important years between 

youth and adulthood. Are you ready…?
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READY TO

JOIN US?

Why choose the Sixth Form at Bede Academy?

There are many school and college Sixth Forms in the Northumberland and North Tyneside area, so why choose Bede 
Academy?

Catchment area

Bede Academy will consider applications from students living both locally and further afield. For the Sixth Form, there 
is no defined catchment area for enrolment. Students from all over the area are welcome to apply for a place, although 
priority is naturally given to students from within our own Year 11 who satisfy the academic requirements for entry 
to their chosen course.

•	 We provide unique leadership opportunities such as prefectship and house captaincy
•	 Pastoral care, advice and support is given to every individual
•	 We tailor each student’s academic curriculum to suit their own abilities and preferences
•	 Class sizes are typically small
•	 Directed study time is provided to support students with their learning
•	 Each student receives individualised and continuous careers advice
•	 Facilities are modern, hi-tech and amongst the best in the country

•	 Students can participate in a wide variety of sporting and extra-curricular activities



07

READY TO

JOIN US?

The academy is located in the south of Blyth 
on an estate which is within easy reach of 
a range of local bus routes. Journey times 
of 15-20 mins are easily achievable from a 
range of places in North Tyneside and South 
East Northumberland. Some courses will be 
based at the state of the art Energy Central 
Learning Hub, situated at the north entrance 
to the South harbour of the Port of Blyth.

LOCATION
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READY FOR STUDY?
ACADEMIC CURRICULUM 
Our aim is to ensure that you choose the right 
combination of courses that will best prepare you 
for entry to further or higher education and for the 
opportunities offered by your future career. Following 
your application, discussion of the courses which best 
meet your preferences, needs and aspirations will begin 
with an informal interview in the Spring term. Further 
advice will then be available throughout the Spring 
and Summer terms and during the week following 
your GCSE exam results. We offer a range of Post 16 
courses at A Level, BTEC Level 3 and T level.

A Level
Most students choose to study three subjects in Year 12, 
continuing with them in Year 13. Learning is assessed 
through external examinations. Some subjects have a 
coursework component.

Art & Humanities (A Level)
Art and Design
Business Studies
Drama and Theatre Studies
English Language
English Literature
French
Geography
History
Music*
Religious Studies
Sociology

Science & Technology (A Level)
Biology
Chemistry
Computer Science
DT: Product Design (Graphics)
Fashion and Textiles*
Mathematics
Further Mathematics
Physics
Psychology*

BTEC

alternative to traditional academic A levels. Learning is 
assessed through a mixture of: case studies, coursework and 
examinations
IT
Sport*
Travel and Tourism*
* These courses are available subject to demand.

GCSE Requirements
All students in the Sixth Form are expected to have attained 
5 GCSEs at a standard pass grade and at least a grade 4 
in GCSE English Language and Mathematics. Any student 
entering Year 12 without passes in English Language and/
or Mathematics will be expected to attend relevant classes 
and re-sit.

Additional timetabled subjects
All students will have:

(EPQ)
• A chance to take part in weekly Physical Education lesson
• The opportunity to take part in a range of sporting activities
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TECHNICAL CURRICULUM
want the knowedge and experince to get straight into 
emplo

T Levels offer a perfect balance of classroom learning and 
real-world expereince. Each  is equal to 3 A 
levels and highly valued by  employers. 80% of the 
course is classroom-based, providing in-depth knowledge. 
20% is made up of an industry placement with an employer, 
giving hands-on experience. 

We are have working with local partners to   key 
sectors both locally and y, where skills are needed. 
We are contonuing to work with employers to develop 
a relevant and curriculum that gives students a 
experience of the world of work.
The T levels on offer are:

• Engineering, Manufacturing, Processing and Control
        •

 

Health

Energy Central Learning Hub
Some of our T levels will be delivered 

of the art facility at the Port of Blyth. 
Situated in the heart of the local 
industry, it gives students a unique 
experince as they gain valuable 
industry experience.

The facility provides a stepping 
stone between the classroom and 
the industry environment.

Digital•
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GCSE RESULTS
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All students should be able to enjoy the benefit
 of studying in the Bede Academy Sixth Form,
regardless of their background or personal
circumstances. In order to support those for whom staying
in full time education presents significant financial obstacles, 
we have the following financial support (based on eligibility):

Vulnerable Student Bursary
A yearly bursary of up to £1,200 is available to students in one of 
the following four defined vulnerable groups:

•	 in care
•	 care leavers
•	 in receipt of Income Support, or Universal Credit in place of Income Support, in their 

own right
•	 in receipt of Employment and Support Allowance or Universal Credit and Disability

Living or Personal Independence Payments in their own right

Students in receipt of a Vulnerable Student Bursary may also apply for a Discretionary Bursary

And/Or

Discretionary Bursary
A Discretionary Bursary is available for students facing genuine financial barriers to participating in education 
either in Bede Academy Sixth Form or as part of the transition to education after completing our Sixth Form. 
Discretionary Bursaries exist to help students pay for the costs incurred to remain in full time school education.

Discretionary Bursaries are available for students who’s household income is less £30,000 per annum before 
tax (this includes any tax credits, benefits, disability living allowances, etc.). The annual bursary allocations are 
determined on a needs basis from the income information submitted.

The Discretionary Bursary payments are operated on a ‘claim-and-reimbursement’ basis. Claims can be 
made throughout the academic year, at which time students can submit receipts for their purchases that were 
pre-approved by the sixth form leadership team.

16-19

BURSARY
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READY TO

DEVELOP?
Sixth Form lectures

Regular Sixth Form lectures are held in the impressive
240 seat interactive lecture theatre and cover a 
variety of useful topics such as:

• Study skills
• Revision strategies
• Planning a gap year
• Choosing the right university
• Completing your UCAS form
• Preparing your CV
• Interview technique
• Gaining an Apprenticeship

Guest speakers are invited to give lectures, including 
university admissions officers and independent 
careers advisers.

Skills sessions

We believe all students have their own talents, skills 
and attributes which we want to help nurture and 
stretch in readiness for the challenges ahead in life. 
At Bede Academy, we offer all Sixth Formers the 
chance to attend a wide range of ‘Skills’ sessions 
that will build up their skill set, experience and 
confidence for the coming years. Sessions offered 
include:

• Understanding student finances
• Basic DIY
• Banking
• Healthy cooking
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READY TO

BE ACTIVE?
All students are encouraged to make full use 
of the Academy’s outstanding sports and 
recreation facilities:

•	 Full-size sports hall for basketball, netball, 
volleyball, badminton and 5-a-side

•	 Full-size floodlit Astroturf for hockey
•	 Extensive playing fields for rugby, 

football, cricket and athletics
•	 Five tennis courts
•	 Dance and aerobics studio
•	 Fitness gym with a range of state-of-the-

art cardio-vascular exercise machines 
with a personalised training programme 
for every student

•	 Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

A large number of sports teams hold practices 
after academic lessons each day. All students 
have PE in their weekly timetable, but may 
opt for community service.

Sports tours

National and international sports tours offer exciting opportunities for our most talented sportsmen and 
women, enabling them to compete against teams from the rest of Britain and abroad.

Community Sports Leaders Award

Sixth Formers will have the opportunity to gain this nationally accredited qualification which attracts UCAS 
points and is valued by employers and universities. Students will be able to assist in PE lessons and run after 
school clubs at the academy’s Primary Years site, Bede South.

Governing Body Qualifications

Students will have the opportunity to follow awards in a range of sports and dance. This will lead to students 
qualifying to be officials and coaches.
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MUSIC AND DRAMA
Both music and drama play an important part in Academy 

life. Sixth Form students can be as creative as their 

imaginations will allow. The Music and Drama Department 

features a wide range of facilities including:

•	 State-of-the-art recording studio
•	 Music composition software on a dedicated 

suite of computers
•	 Forty touch sensitive keyboards
•	 Instrument practice rooms
•	 Individual tuition for musical instruments
•	 Drama studio with full lighting rig and sound 

equipment
•	 Events hall with a performance stage and 

computerised lighting/sound system

Throughout the year the music and drama 
department present an exciting range of events:

•	 The annual Academy production
•	 Plays
•	 Recitals
•	 Ensembles
•	 Choral works

READY TO

BE CREATIVE? 
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Christian ethos

The academy follows the principles of the Christian faith.  All students are encouraged to explore a wide range of 
spiritual, moral and ethical issues and to come to their own decisions about what they believe.

Personal Development

At Bede Academy we provide an education of character which naturally flows from our Chirstian ethos. As part 
of the ‘character-first’ Emmanuel Schools Foundation, we strive to cultivate good character as an end in itself; 
this raises expectations and supports high levels of performance where students can acheive their personal best. 
We provide different opportunities through our ‘Foundations Curriculum’ which provides an underpinning for the 
formal curriculum, and a foundation upon which we can help students to build their character.

Charity work

Each year, with support from the Emmanuel Schools Foundation, groups of Sixth Formers visit developing countries 
such as South Africa, taking part in outreach activities alongside students from our sister schools. Sixth Form 
students are also very active in raising funds for the academy’s three charities: Marie Curie Cancer Care, medical 
clinics in Burma and an orphanage in Bogota. We anticipate an opportunity for students to participate in these visits 

in the near future.

READY FOR

SERVICE? 
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Community action

As part of the Sixth Form experience, you will have the opportunity to give something back to the local community. 
Students may partake in voluntary work, such as visiting the elderly or those in need. They could also assist with 
charity work and fundraising for good causes, or help out on local environmental improvement projects.

Leadership

Sixth Formers who show clear leadership potential are selected to be prefects, including House Captains and the 
head boy and head girl. All Sixth Formers are offered places on the Reading Mentor Scheme where they help Year 7 
students with their literacy and numeracy skills. 

As part of a 3-18 academy, Bede Sixth Formers also have the opportunity to work with primary age students, and lead 
reading clubs for them.  They alos take on the role of guides for Parent Evenings and events. 

Adventure Day 

Lower Sixth students may have the opportunity to embark on a day of outdoor activities at the beginning of Year 12. 
This involves a range of fun and challenging events. 

Students enjoy activities such as canoeing, climbing, riding the zipwire and problem solving, which builds individual 
skills and self reliance. The visit helps to develop team spirit and responsibility for all of those involved.



Phone : 01670 545 111
Fax : 01670 545 444
Email : info@bedeacademy.org.uk

Sixth Avenue,
Blyth,
NE24 2SY
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