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Quick Guide

Each student needs to:

« Choose the subjects they wish to take from the list in this booklet.
«  Confirm their final choice on the form by Friday 4th April.

All students will meet individually with a senior member of staff to receive their options form and discuss
their choices.

Foreword

Thisis an exciting time foryour son’s or daughter’s education. Students movinginto
Year 10 in September will be embarking on an extremely important phase of their
academic career. Students'good achievement at this stage could have a significant
impact on their future.

To make good choices itisimportant that you, as parents, and your son or daughter
are well informed. It is essential that the subjects chosen are the ones which are
relevant and of interest to your son or daughter and will give them the best chance
of examination success.

This information booklet will provide you with information to help you make these
choices; however, if you should find that you still have unanswered questions, do not hesitate to contact the
head of department for subject specific enquiries.

We trust that this booklet will help clarify the important decisions that your son or daughter will be making
as they continue to strive forward towards their highest personal potential.

ATt ctl
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Mr A Thelwell
Principal
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At Bede Academy, we believe that each student is infinitely precious and that we are all gifted and talented in
different ways. We have, therefore, worked to produce a set of courses that are balanced and flexible so that
they can be tailored to the needs of the individual. Final choices will be confirmed by a senior member of staff
so that they can give you their professional advice.

We believe in a robust, traditional curriculum, which will equip students for their future careers. To that end,
we make some decisions for you. The majority of students study Mathematics, English Language, English
Literature, French, Religious Studies and either Combined Science or separate courses in Biology, Chemistry
and Physics. Each student must also choose either Geography or History (or both). Students then choose
a further option from the list below. For some students, we may make an adjustment to the curriulum and
this may result in them studying two subjects from the list of options.

Students have no choice but to study this programme of courses during Year 10 and Year 11; this traditional

curriculum is at the very heart of Bede and part of the reason that you chose the academy. Students may
choose their optional course from the list below.

Key Stage 4 Courses

The academy offers a wide range of subjects to students. Further information on each subject can be
found in this booklet. The list of subjects is as follows:

GCSE English Language GCSE Art & Design

GCSE English Literature GCSE Design Technology

GCSE Mathematics GCSE Hospitality and Catering

GCSE Combined Science (Trilogy) GCSE Physical Education

GCSE Biology GCSE Computer Science

GCSE Chemistry BTEC Digital Information Technology
GCSE Physics BTEC Enterprise

GCSE Religious Studies BTEC Health and Social Care

GCSE French NCFE Technical Award in Engineering
GCSE Geography NCFE Technical Award in Sports Studies
GCSE History WIJEC Technical Award in Performing Arts

In deciding which of the additional courses to choose you need to bear in mind the following:

Which subject am | good at?

Which subject do | enjoy?

Which subject do | really want to do?

Which subject is needed for the career | want to pursue (if you know what that is)?
Which subjects do | find very difficult and don't really enjoy?

Finally, you should not choose on the basis of who you think will be teaching the subject or what your

friends have chosen. Students need to take a mature view of their future and make a reasoned choice based
upon the considerations above.
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During the Courses

Individual Targets, Reports and Sets

Each student will set themselves a target grade from 9 to 1 in every subject that they take. Targets are set so
that every student aims to be in the top 20% of students in the country and are ambitious but within their
capabilities; we expect every student to try their hardest to achieve their targets or even better them.

Students’ performance will be regularly monitored; students’ target grades, current working grade and
current predicted grade will be reported to parents. These grades will give a strong indication of their
likely performance in the final GCSE examinations and this will help students, staff and parents to monitor
progress. Students will be taught in sets for most of their core subjects, and the composition of these sets
will be regularly reviewed and changed depending on the student’s performance.

Homework and Revision

It is very important that each student develops a self-disciplined daily study routine from the start of Year
10. It is very helpful if they have or can have a private study space to do this in; the academy provides a
homework club to help with this.

Non-Examination Assessments

NEAs have now replaced ‘coursework’ where this existed in a subject. They are designed to assess skills,
knowledge and understanding that is not effectively measured by external exams. NEAs can, depending
upon the subject, comprise up to 60% of a student’s total mark.

Revision and Final Examinations

Each student’s personal revision plan will have a majorinfluence on his or her final grades. In particular during
the final two terms we encourage all Year 11 students to spend time each week on revision, whichisin addition
to the homework set.

For the final examinations each student will receive a copy of their personal examination timetable. Parents
are asked to ensure that their child attends all their examinations punctually.

The Next Steps

Once you have read this introduction you need to:

. Read the course descriptions in this booklet.

. Discuss your choices in your appointment with a senior member of staff and fill in your form.

. Discuss at home what you have discussed and confirm which subjects you would like to choose.
. Indicate your final choice of subject(s) by signing your form and returning by Friday 4th April.

There will still be opportunity for you or your parents to speak to a member of staff about your choices
before they are confirmed.

If parents need any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact your child’s form tutor, or for subject
enquiries the relevant teacher or head of department.
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GCSE English Language GCSE English Literature
GCSE Mathematics GCSE Science
GCSE Religious Studies
Core PE Personal Development

and either
GCSE Geography or GCSE History

about half of our students continue
GCSE French

with a further one or two options from
Art & Design Enterprise PE  Computer Science
Design & Technology Engineering Music
Digital Information Technology  Sports Studies
Health & Social Care  Performing Arts
Hospitality & Catering
Geography History
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English Language

AQA

GCSE English Language allows students to demonstrate their
abilityinfunctional English, toinvestigateandanalyselanguage,
and to experiment and use it creatively. The specification offers
askills-basedapproachtothestudyofEnglish,aswellasallowing
studentstoexplorelanguageinmoredepth,and,incombination
with GCSE English Literature, experience a breadth of English
studies at this level. All elements of the course are assessed
by external examination. Spoken Language forms a separate
endorsement but does not count towards the final GCSE grade.

Examination 100%

Paper 1 (Examination 50%): Explorations in Creative Reading
and Writing—1 hour 45 minutes

Section A: Reading: one fiction text.
Students answer four questionsin relation to one single unseen
fiction text. (25%)

Section B: Writing: descriptive or narrative writing
Studentscompleteonedescriptiveornarrativeextendedwriting
questionwheretheyareawardedmarksforcontentandtechnical
accuracy. (25%)

Paper 2 (Examination 50%): Writers’ Viewpoints and
Perspectives—1 hour 45 minutes

Section A: Reading: one non-fiction text and one literary non-
fiction text.

Students answer four questions relating to two linked texts.
(25%)

Section B: Writing: writing to present a viewpoint.

Students complete one extended writing question where they
needto presentaviewpoint; theyareawarded marksfor content
and technical accuracy. (25%)

Non-examination Assessment (Teacher Assessed): Spoken
Language

Three separate activities covering presenting, responding to
questions and feedback and use of Standard English.

Essential for all career paths.

This specification offers excellent preparation for GCE (A level)
English Language specifications.

English Literature

AQA

GCSE English Literature allows students to experience a
range of Literature with a wide variety of appeal drawn from
contemporary and modern texts, and texts which have had a
significant influence on our English (Welsh or Irish) literary and
cultural heritage. Students will experience a range of literary
genres. The specification is suitable for those who wish to
explore English Literature in some depth, and, in combination
withEnglishLanguage,experienceabreadthofEnglishstudiesat
this level. All students will study a 19th-century novel as well as
a Shakespeare play. Students will also study a modern prose or
dramatext,withmodernbeingdefinedaspost-1914.Allstudents
will respond to modern poetry and poetry from the English
Literary Heritage.

Examination 100% (all closed book)

Paper 1 (Examination 40%): Shakespeare and the 19th-century
novel—1 hour 45 minutes

In this unit, students will consider ideas, themes and issues,
characterisationandsettings,allunderpinnedbyunderstanding
the writers’language and techniques.

Section A: Shakespeare: Students will answer one question on
the chosen play. They will be required to write in detail about
an extract from the play and then to write about the play as a
whole.

Section B The 19th-century novel: Students will answer one
question on their novel of choice. They will be required to write
in detail about an extract from the novel and then to write about
the novel as a whole.

Paper 2 (Examination 60%): Modern texts and poetry—2 hour
15 minutes

In this unit students will respond to ideas; themes and issues;
form,structureandlanguage.Theywillmakecomparisonsacross
poems they have studied.

Section A: Modern texts
Students willanswer one essay question from a choice of two on
their studied modern prose or drama text.

Section B: Poetry

Students will answer one comparative question on one named
poem printed on the paper and one other poem from their
chosen anthology cluster.

Section C: Unseen poetry

Studentswillanswerone question on each oftwounseen poems
and one comparative question.

Useful for all career paths.
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Mathematics

AQA (H), OCR (F)

Studentswill follow the Linear GCSE course, consisting of three 1
hour30examinations,takenattheendofYear11.Allthree papers
will assess the student’s ability to recall and apply a range of
mathematical concepts across the five strands:

Number, Algebra, Geometry, Statistics and Proportionality.

The course is assessed by examination only.

Each paper constitutes one third of the Mathematics GCSE and
questions from any part of the specification may be asked on
any of the three papers.

Two of the three papers require the use of a scientific calculator
and therefore students are asked to have their own from the
beginning of the course so that they can be fully familiar with
its functionality ready for the examinations.

Students will sit the examination at either the Higher or
Foundation tier. The final decision on tiers of entry is made
in the Spring term of Year 11 and will be determined by
attainment throughout each unit in Year 10 and 11, as well as
performances in practice papers and rehearsal examinations.

Foundation tier Grades 1-5
Higher tier Grades 4—9

Mostvocational and career opportunities requireacompetency
in Mathematics and for those students wishing to carry on
to Higher Education it is essential. A ‘good pass’ (grade 5) in
Mathematicsisalsoarequirementin manyjobs,apprenticeships
and A level courses.

Religious Studies

AQA

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and
practices

A) Christianity
B) Judaism

Component 2: Thematic and Textual studies
A) Religious, philosophical and ethical studies:
i) Religion, Relationships and Families

ii) Religion, Crime and Punishment

B) St Mark’s Gospel
i) The life of Jesus

ii) St Mark’s Gospel as a source of religious, moral and spiritual
truths.

Students will sittwo papersinthe summerofYear 11.Each paper
is one hour and 45 minutes long. Students will be examined on
their knowledge and understanding of each of the units and be
required tocritically express theiropinion, comparingit with the
views of others. There is no controlled assessment component
for the PTE course.

Examination Percentages

Component 1 50%
Component 2 50%

Studying PTE at GCSE level opens up a number of opportunities
in later life. The ability to critically evaluate different points of
view as well as an understanding of difficult ethical concepts
demonstrates a maturity that employers will often look for.

It is especially important for professions such as: Law; Media &
Journalism;Politics;Television;BusinessManagement;Tourism &
Heritage and many more.

In todays society employers are increasingly aware of their need
foremployeeswhothinkandbehaveethicallyand withintegrity.
They also seek employees who have the understanding and
insight to work effectively with people of different faiths and
worldviews.
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Science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics)

AQA

This course is worth three GCSEs and is the ideal preparation
for studying any of the sciences at A level. The course includes
energy, forces, chemical reactions, geology, ecology, the human
body, plants and diseases. In addition, aspects of how Science
works and how it impacts society are covered throughout the
course. As well as the scientific content, students will develop
theirskillsin critical thinking, weighing up evidence and making
precise measurements. These are the same topics as those in
Combined Science but this course goes into further depth and
detail. It will suit students who are enthusiasticand willenjoy the
challenge of fast-paced learning, will relish more complex ideas
and are able to learn all the details thoroughly for the exams at
the end of the course.

There are six exam papers at the end of year 11: two in each
Science subject. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and
understanding from distinct topic areas.

Coursework/Examination Percentages

End of course examinations 100%

Practical Work

Practicalworkisassessed through 28 required practical activities
that are carried out throughout the course. These activities

must be completed as part of the qualification but they do not
contribute to the final grades.

Thisis theideal preparation for any careers in the sciences or the
health care professions.

Combined Science (Trilogy)

AQA

This course includes all three sciences but the marks are
combinedtogetherintoonequalificationeachworthtwo GCSEs.
Itis offered atboth Higherand Foundation levels. Athigherlevel,
it can lead on to A levels in the sciences. The course includes
energy, forces, chemical reactions, geology, ecology, the human
body, plants and diseases. In addition, aspects of how Science
works and how it impacts society are covered throughout the
course. As well as the scientific content, students will develop
theirskillsin critical thinking, weighing up evidence and making
precise measurements. Students will have two periods of each
Science per week (Biology, Chemistry and Physics).

There are six exam papers at the end of year 11: two in each
Science subject. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and
understanding from distinct topic areas.

Coursework/Examination Percentages

End of course examinations 100%

Practical work

Practicalworkisassessedthrough 16 required practical activities
that are carried out throughout the course. These activities

must be completed as part of the qualification but they do not
contribute to the final grades.

Good grades in Combined science can lead on to careers in the
sciences or health care professions.
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Either History......

AQA

The History GCSE is regarded as a ‘gold standard’ qualification
so it offers both challenge and tremendous opportunity. The
course covers some of the most fascinating periods from
modern world history so there is much to interest and engage.
For those interested in medical and military history there is the
opportunity to further investigate historical approaches and
changes to medicine from 1250, with a special focus on the
Western Front trenches, the injuries and treatments soldiers
experienced. For those interested in political history, there
is the chance to uncover one of the most important events
of recent times — the Cold War. For those interested in the
lives of ordinary people, there is a study of the United States
from the 1920s to the 1970s taking in great people and their
impact such as Henry Ford and Rosa Parks and the rise of a
superpower. For those interested in Medieval History, there is a
chance to explore Norman Britain. Finally, for those interested
in the world today, there is the chance to better understand
the events and ideas that shape our own lives. Throughout the
course all candidates will develop the crucial skills of research,
analysis and evaluation as they handle source material from
each of the periods and historical writing from some of the
most important historians of our time.

Paper 1 -2 hours, 50%

America, 1920-1973: opportunity and equality
Tension between east and west, 1945-72

Paper 2 - 2 hours, 50%

Britain, health and the people, 1000-present day
Norman England, 1066-1100

History is highly respected in many occupations for the
knowledge, thinking and communication skills it develops.

It is especially important for professions such as: Law; Media
& Journalism; Architecture; Politics; Television, Film & Game
production; Business Management; Tourism & Heritage.

Inaddition, today’s universities look for breadth of knowledgein
candidatesforMedicine, DentistryandVeterinary Science. Those
with a qualification in History, as well as Maths and Science, can
therefore have an important advantage.

.....and/or Geography

Pearson

Are you interested in different places? Do you like looking at
maps? Are youinterested in finding out more about this exciting
planet on which you live? Are you concerned about the future
of places you know. If the answer is yes to any of the above
questions you will enjoy GCSE Geography.

You will study 3 different units: The Physical Environment, The
HumanEnvironmentandGeographicallnvestigations(Fieldwork
andUKChallenges).Theseincludecoasts,rivers,weatherhazards,
ecosystems, climate change, cities, global development, and
energy resource management.

Many of these you will be familiar with but others will be new.
You will look at case studies from the local area, other parts of
the UK and abroad. This will help you to understand the real
world. The work covered will be relevant to your everyday life
andalsoexpandyourhorizons throughlearning moreaboutthe
wider world and our impact on it.

Inthe new curriculum for 2016 onwards, students will complete
2 days of fieldwork.

There are 3 units in total and each will be examined at the end of
Year 11. Each exam is 1 hour and 30 minutes.

Examination Percentages

Unit 1—The Physical Environment  37.5%
Unit 2—The Human Environment  37.5%
Unit 3—Geographical Investigations37.5%

Other Relevant Information

Geography is perhaps uniquely based to provide opportunities
for developing each of the 6 key skills of communication,
application of number, ICT, team work, problem solving and
study skills. Knowledge of the world around you is increasingly
importantas people travel further and are concerned about the
planet. Geography will help you to develop a respect for the
environmentand an awareness of some complexissues such as
population growth and global warming which face the world in
the 21st Century.

Geography is well known as a subject that links to all other
subjects in the curriculum, so a GCSE in Geography is a stepping
stone to a whole range of opportunities.

It is especially important for professions such as: Media &
Journalism; Architecture; Politics; Television, Film & Game
production; Business Management; Journalism, Media,
Engineering,ICT,travelandtourism,EnvironmentalManagement,
Marketing, Business management and Teaching.

Inaddition, today’s universities look for breadth of knowledgein
candidatesforMedicine, DentistryandVeterinary Science.Those
with a qualification in Geography, as well as Maths and Science,
can therefore have an important advantage.
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French

Edexcel

Through the study of languages, students will always strive
to achieve their personal best with the guidance and support
of their teachers. We aim to foster students’ curiosity and
deepen their understanding of the world. We want students
to feel connected to a global community and to broaden their
horizons to life beyond their locality, embracing tolerance,
respect, empathy and understanding.

’

We seek to develop the breadth and depth of students
knowledge of their own and other languages, thereby enabling
them to express their ideas and thoughts and to understand
and respond to others, both in speech and in writing, in a
confident manner.

We want our students to develop lifelong, transferable critical
thinking skills such as the ability to identify patterns and
analyse facts in order to enhance their problem-solving and
decision-making capabilities and prepare them to succeed in
an increasingly complex and globalised workplace.

Students will cover the four key skills of Speaking, Listening,
Reading and Writing and GCSE French will be explored through
a range of engaging and relatable thematic contexts, which
are relevant to students’ current and future needs.

My personal world
Lifestyle and wellbeing
My neighbourhood
Media and technology
Studying and my future

Travel and tourism

Assessment at a glance - All papers are worth 50 marks and
represent 25% of the final grade.

Paper 1: Speaking (Non-examined assessment)

Prep time: 15 mins Foundation: 7-9 mins Higher: 10-12 mins
Task 1: Read aloud and 2 short unprepared questions

Task 2: Role play in a transactional setting

Task 3: Picture description, 2 short unprepared questions and
follow-on conversation

Paper 2: Listening and Understanding

Foundation: 45 mins Higher: 60 mins - 5 mins reading time
included

Section A: Listening - multiple-choice, multiple-response and
short-answer open response questions. All questions set in
English.

Section B: Dictation

Paper 3: Reading and Understanding

Foundation: 45 mins Higher: 60 mins

Section A: Reading - multiple-choice, multiple-response and
short-answer open response questions. All questions set in
English.

Section B: Translation into English

Paper 4: Writing

Foundation: 1 hour 15 mins Higher: 1 hour 20 mins

Picture task (Foundation tier only)

Two writing responses (both tiers, with a choice of two options
for each question)

Translation into French (both tiers)

A glance at advertisements in the press will show that an
increasing number of companies require their employees
to be proficient in, or willing to learn, a foreign language. At
the present time, many employers are unable to find enough
linguists to fill vacancies in an extremely wide range of jobs
in business, industry, advertising, banking, finance, public
relations, marketing, engineering and law. Knowledge
of a foreign language is also a good indication of good
interpersonal and communication skills in your own language.

A GCSE in French opens the doors to endless opportunities.
Learning a language will not only broaden your horizons,
allowing you to travel more easily, experience new cultures
and communicate with a wealth of people, but also give you
numerous transferable skills making you more employable.
Many universities and employers now require you to have a
qualification in a foreign language and French will also form
part of your EBacc. Above all, learning a language is a fun
experience and a skill that will stay with you for life.
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Art and Design

AQA (Fine Art)

The course includes practical and contextual work, which is
developed into a range of two/three  dimensional responses.
The coursewillbuildontheworkdoneatKey Stage 3,developing
skillsand refining techniques to a higher level. Two main topics/
themes are explored as part of the Portfolio unit: Natural Form
and then Image and Identity.

The course is suitable for a variety of students who have a
broad interest and enjoyment for Art. A very high standard of
commitmentis expected of all students who choose this course.

Component 1-Portfolio: 60%
Component 2-Externally Set Assignment: 40%

Both units of work are assessed within the departmentand then
moderated by an external examiner. As each unit of work is
assessed, a grade will be given with targets of how to improve
the work. This will ensure that students, parents and teachers
can all monitor progress made.

Coursework Details & Deadlines

The coursework becomes a Portfolio Presentation which is
classed as Component 1. Students are encouraged to adopt a
thematic approach to exploring and responding to titles, using
a range of skills. Throughout the units of work all students are
expected to address the four Assessment Objectives:

AO1 Develop their ideas through
investigations informed by contextual
and other sources demonstrating
analytical and cultural understanding.

AO2 Refine their ideas through
experimenting and selecting
appropriate resources, media,
materials, techniques and processes.

AO3 Record ideas, observations and
insights relevant to their intentions in
visual and / or other forms.

AO4 Present a personal, meaningful and
informed response demonstrating
analytical and critical understanding,
realising intentions and where
appropriate, making connections
between visual, written, oral or other
elements.

For Component 2 exam papers, with a range of starting topics,
are issued to students at the beginning of the Spring Term in
Year 11. Students select a starting point from the paper and this
culminatesin atimed piece being produced in exam conditions
totalling 10 hours. All of the preparatory work, including the
timedresponse,areassessedagainstthe Assessment Objectives
and graded.

Teaching Artand Design,commercialartist, professional painter,
sculptor, printer, textile and fashion designer, graphic designer,
illustrator, image animator.

Enterprise

Pearson BTEC

BTEC L2 Enterprise is a course designed to introduce students
to this growing part of the business sector , and how it plays
a major role in the UK's global economic status. The purpose
of the course is to provide opportunities through practical
application alongside conceptual study.

The nature of this course allows students to develop many key
skills such as independence in time management, personal
organisation and effective planning.

BTEC L2 Enterprise is assessed by both controlled assessment
and a written exam. The course is comprised of three
components:

Component 1: Exploring Enterprises (30%)

This unit looks at different enterprises so learners can develop
their knowledge and understanding of the characteristics and
skills needed by entrepreneurs to be successful.

Component 2: Planning and Presenting a Micro-Enterprise
Idea (30%)

In this unit learners will develop two realistic ideas for a micro-
business enterprise and select one of these to plan within
budget.

Component 3: Marketing and Finance for Enterprise (40%)

In this unit learners will explore how marketing is used by
enterprises and the factors that influence how enterprises
identify and target their market.

BTEC L2 Enterprise is a useful course for students considering
starting their own business enterprises. Through practical
investigation our learners can develop a thorough
understanding of what is required to be successful in the
business sector, both through higher education or areas of
further study.



Bede Academy

Engineering

NCFE Vcert

This qualification is designed for learners who want an
introduction to engineering that includes a vocational and
project-based element. The qualification will appeal to learners
whowishtopursueacareerintheengineering sectororprogress
onto further study.

This qualification is distinct from GCSE Engineering, as it
encourages the learner to use knowledge and practical tools to
focus on developing transferrable skills in practical engineering
accompanied by the theoretical knowledge to help with
progression into employment and onto further education. The
study of engineering is the application of maths and science to
solvereal world problems.Thisinvolves an understanding of the
different disciplines of engineering and how they have shaped
the products and projects of the modern world. Learners will
be able to read technical drawings, select appropriate materials
along with tools and machinery, and know how to carry out a
practicaltask, workinginasafemannerinlinewith currenthealth
and safety legislation. The qualification focuses on an applied
study of the engineering sector and learners will gain a broad
understanding and knowledge of working in the sector.

The course is split into two separate units:

1. Unit 1 - Understanding the Engineering world
-Externally assessed worth 40% of overall grade.

2. Unit 2 - Skills and techniques in engineering
-Internally assessed worth 60% of overall grade

Unit 2 is an internal assessment will be in the form of a synoptic
project, which will be externally set by NCFE to ensure quality
and rigour. The synoptic project will assess the learner’s ability
toeffectivelydrawtogethertheirknowledge,understandingand
skills from across the whole vocational area. Learners will have
one opportunity to resubmit.

Manufacturing process operator, maintenance Operator,
production inspector, assembly operator, administration
operative, quality control operative, aircraft dispatch agent,
aircraftMaintenanceagent,aircraftoperationsagent,warehouse
operative, specialist roles within the armed forces.

Further education
T level in Engineering, Manufacturing, processing and control

Btec Level 3 National certificate in engineering.

Design Technology

AQA

Who is the course suitable for?

This course suits students who enjoy both the designing and
manufacturing of real life working prototypes.

The course is structured in the classic 50/50 split allowing
students to achieve a significant mark from the project element
of the qualification long before they sit the exam. Students will
produceadesignfolderusingICTand handtechniquesallowing
each student to play to their strengths. The folder will be an
account of their final project and the journey they took to
produce theirfinished working prototype. Students willacquire
anunderstanding of modern technologiesand processeswhich
will support their exam preparation.

The course is split into two distinct areas of an exam and major
project.

Theoryonteachingwhichwillrevolvearoundthemanufacturing
process specifically focussing on the areas:

1) Core technical principles
2) Specialist technical principles
3) Designing and making principle

Students will be assessed in a Written exam which is 2 hours in
length, which makes up for
50% of GCSE.

There is also an (NEA) Non Exam Assessment which is a project
where students can chose to specialise from traditional areas of
Engineering such as Product Design, Electronics and Graphics.
Thiswill be runasadesignand manufacturing project which will
be a timed assessment of 35 hours. This also makes up 50% of
the final grade.

This is very much a practical course where understanding is
developed from modelling, making and designing.Thisis also a
course for the creative!

This course would provide students with a sound foundation to
study A-Level product design. This course offers practical skills
and understanding, enterprise and experience suited to some
apprenticeschemesinelectricalengineeringandmanufacturing
pathways. It also gives students a wonderful understanding in
technologies and materials.
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Hospitality and Catering

WIEC

The WJEC Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering equips
students with theoretical knowledge about the industry as
well as enabling them to develop practical skills in planning,
preparing, and cooking a variety of dishes.

The course is based on two areas of study:

Unit 1: Hospitality and catering industry: Students focus on
learning about different types of providers, legislation, food
safety and the roles and responsibilities within the sector.

Unit 2: Hospitality and catering in action: Students develop
practical skills for planning, preparing, cooking, and presenting
nutritional dishes to meet specific client’s needs.

Written examination (40%)

Unit 1: The hospitality and catering industry is assessed by a
90-minute written examination covering all aspects of unit 1
content.

Non-examination assessment task (NEA) (60%)

Unit 2: Hospitality and catering in action is assessed by a
9-hour non-examination assessment task which is completed
under controlled conditions. Students will propose four
nutritious dishes that could be served in a catering outlet for a
given scenario. Students will plan and produce two dishes and
provide written evidence to show coverage of the assessment
criteria for the task. Marks are given as Level 1 Pass, Level 2
Pass, Merit or Distinction.

Students will be qualified to go on to further study or embark
on an apprenticeship or full time career in the catering or food
industries. Careers include Food Scientists, Chefs, or work in the
Hospitality Industry to include Catering or Restaurant Manager.

Music

Pearson

The course is designed to encourage students to be inspired,
moved and changed by following a broad and worthwhile
course of musical study. Students will develop performing and
appraising skills through making music both individually and in
groups, and listening to different styles of music.

This course is based on 4 areas of study:
Area 1: Instrumental Music 1700-1820

Studying:J.SBach’sBrandenburgConcertoandBeethoven’sPiano
Sonata, alongside broaderaspects of instrumental music within
the Baroque and Classical eras.

Area 2:Vocal Music

Studying: Henry Purcell’s Music for a While and Queen’s Killer
Queen, focusing on arange of songwriting techniques and how
these have been developed over time.

Area 3: Music for Stage and Screen

Studying: ‘Defying Gravity’ from Wicked and 'Main Title/Rebel
Blockade Runner’ from Star Wars Episode IV: A new Hope;
exploring soundtracks and how music is used to enhance a
storyline.

Area 4: Fusions

Studying: Afro Celt’s Release and Esperanza Spalding’s Samba
Em Preludio, looking into how different genres can combine to
create something new.

Controlled Assessment

Performing (30%)
One solo performance (15%) and one ensemble performance
(15%) of your choice, lasting at least two minutes.

Composing (30%)

One composition based on a set brief (15%)released by
the examining board in September of Year 11, and one free
composition of your own choice (15%), both lasting a total of at
least three minutes.

Written Examination (40%)

Listening and Appraising, based on the four areas of study
identifying and describing the aspects of music covered
during the course. Students will demonstrate a knowledge and
understanding of the musical, social and historical context
within which the music was written. They will also be assessed
on melodic and rhythmic dictation.

Performers, composers, conductors, arrangers, sequencers,
administrators, teachers, record production, theatres,
broadcasters, music journalists, army musicians, instrument
manufacturers, repairersandretailers. Any postrequiring critical
andcreativethinking,aestheticsensitivity,emotionalawareness,
culturalunderstanding, self-discipline, self-confidence and self-
motivation.
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Physical Education

AQA

This specification follows on from the Key Stage 3 Physical
Education programme of study by providing students with
exciting opportunities to lead a healthy and active lifestyle
by choosing from a variety of roles and activities in which to
participate in physical activity.

It will encourage students to make informed decisions about
getting involved in a lifetime of healthy physical activities that
suittheirneeds.Theywillinvestigate thereasonsforand benefits
of choosing different types of activities.

Studentssit2 exam papersattheend ofthecourseinyr11which
cover the following topics.

Paper 1

Anatomy and physiology

The cardio-respiratory system
Fitness testing

Training

Paper 2

Sports psychology
Sport and the media
Technology in sport

Drugs in sport

Structure:

30% practical

10% written coursework
60% written paper

The question papers includes a mixture of multiple choice
questions, some structured questions, and extended written
answer questions.

Forpracticalassessmentsstudentsareassessedinthreeactivities
as a player/performer. One of these must be from a individual
activity and one a team sport.

Students choose to be assessed in their sports from a range of
activities and it is absolutely essential that they are committed
to at least two extra-curricular activities within the Academy.

The content of this GCSE Physical Education specification
is designed to enable students to enjoy and understand the
benefits of living a healthy and active lifestyle; to provide a
route to further study in Further Education awards, such as ‘A’
levels and to Higher Education in PE as well as to related career
opportunities.

Sports Studies

NCFE

The Level 2 Technical Award in Sports Studies is designed
for learners who want an introduction to sports studies
that includes a vocational and project-based element. The
qualification will appeal to learners who wish to pursue a
career in the sports industry or progress onto further study.

The course is split into two separate units:

1. Unit 1 - Externally assessed written examination
worth 40% of overall grade.

2. Unit 2 - Internally assessed NEA worth 60% of overall
grade.

Unit 2 is an internal assessment will be in the form of a synoptic
project, which will be externally set by NCFE to ensure quality
and rigour. The synoptic project will assess the learner’s ability
to effectively draw together their knowledge, understanding
and skills from across the whole vocational area. Learners are
assessed in leading sessions as a coach and not directly as a
performer. Learners will have one opportunity to resubmit.

Sport continues to be a crucial factor in bringing about a shift
in our nation’s levels of physical activity, and over half a million
people in the UK are currently employed within the industry.
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Digital Information Technology

Pearson BTEC

The BTECTech Award develops the key skills that prove learners
aptitude in digital information technology such as project
planning, designing and creating user interfaces, and creating
dashboards to present and interpret data. They will work on IT
based systems to create a range of different outcomes.

Candidates are assessed through coursework and external
assessment. The course consists of three units:

Unit 1: Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project
Planning Techniques.

Learners will investigate different types of user interfaces used
by individuals and organisations.They will investigate how they
vary across different uses, devices and purposes. Learners will
investigate a wide variety of design principles that provide both
appropriateandeffectiveuserinteractionwithhardwaredevices.

Unit 2: Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data

Learners will understand the concepts of data and understand
that data is meaningless without converting it into information
by adding structure and context. Learners will understand the
different ways of representing information and will be able to
explain situations where they would be used. Learners will
understand methods that can be used to ensure data input
is suitable and within boundaries to ensure it's ready to be
processed.

Unit 3: Effective Digital Working Practices

This external component builds on knowledge, understanding
and skills acquired and developed in Components 1 and 2. It is
assessed through an external assessment thatis setand marked
by Pearson. Questions will require learners to demonstrate
knowledgeandunderstandingtothegivenscenariosorcontext.
The external assessment will include questions totalling 60
marks. The test duration is 1 hour 30 minutes.

This course is designed for those wishing to prepare for the
world of work in digital media and IT based careers. Entry level
positions in this field include IT technician, apprenticeship in
digital technologies, IT assistant or web developer.

Health and Social Care

Pearson BTEC

The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-
specificknowledgeandskillsinapracticallearningenvironment.
The mainfocusisonfourareas of equalimportance, which cover
the:

. development of key skills that prove your aptitude
in health and social care such as interpreting data to assess an
individual’s health

. process that underpins effective ways of working in
health and social care, such as designing a plan to improve an
individual’s health and wellbeing

. attitudes that are considered most important in
health and social care, including the care values that are vitally
importantinthesector,andtheopportunitytopractiseapplying
them

. knowledge that underpins effective use of skills,
process and attitudes in the sector such as human growth
and development, health and social care services, and factors
affecting people’s health and wellbeing.

Learners are required to complete and achieve all three
components in the qualification. Components 1 and 2 are
assessed through internal assessment. Internal assessment for
these components has been designed to relate to achievement
of application of the conceptual underpinning for the sector
through realistic tasks and activities. This style of assessment
promotes deep learning through ensuring the connection
between knowledge and practice. There is one external
assessment, Component 3, it provides the main synoptic
assessmentforthe qualification.Component 3 buildsdirectly on
Components1and2,andenableslearningtobebroughttogether
and related to a real-life situation.

Coursework/Examination Percentages
«Internally assessed units  60%
-Externally assessed units 40%

Learners who achieve in this qualification might consider
progression to:

A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range
of subjects

study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC
National in Health and Social Care, which prepares learners to
enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher
educationbystudyingadegreeinaspectsofhealthorsocial care.
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Computer Science

OCR

GCSE Computer Science is designed to give students an in-
depth understanding of how computer technology works and
what goes on ‘behind the scenes.

The course enables students to develop their understanding of
currentand emerging technologies, understanding of how they
workand apply this knowledge and understandinginarange of
contexts.

GCSE Computing is assessed by 2 written examinations and a
programming project. The course comprises of three core units:

Unit 1: Computer systems: 50%
Thisunitcoversthebodyofknowledge aboutcomputersystems
on which the examination will be based. The unitis assessed by
a 90 minute written examination.

Unit 2: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming:
50%

This unitis designed to provide candidates with an opportunity
tobuildonthe knowledgeobtainedin Unit 1,encouragingthem
to develop their computational thinking skills. Students will be
introduced to algorithms, programming and they will become
familiar with computing related mathematics. The unit is
assessed by a 90 minute written examination.

Practical Programming:

All students must be given the opportunity to undertake a
programming task(s), either to a specification or to solve a
problem (or problems), during their course of study. Students
may draw on some of the content in both components when
engaged in Practical Programming.

Students who wish to work in the technical areas of the IT
industry would find this course beneficial, but, it is also an
excellent preparation if you want to study or work in areas that
rely on the skills you'll develop, especially where they're applied
totechnical problems.Theseareasincludeengineering, financial
and resource management, science and medicine.

Performing Arts

WIJEC

Our Vocational Award in Performing Arts will develop students’
knowledge and understanding of the performing arts sector
and provide them with opportunities to develop associated
practical skills. It covers performing, creating and performance
arts in practice. Students can cover the disciplines of acting,
dance and musical theatre within the course as well as directing
and production elements as they respond to professional
briefs and create work for real world events.

Students are assessed over three units; two internally assessed
and externally moderated and one externally examined.

Unit 1: Performing - Internal
Unit 2: Creating - Internal

Unit 3: Performing Arts in Practice; planning an event — External

There are many positions that a professional can pursue in
the performing arts industry, ranging from creative roles to
more technical roles. Those who are skilled at performing,
creating art or managing artists may find jobs in this industry
interesting. Learning about various roles in the performing arts
industry can help students decide what area of the profession
they wish to pursue
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Core Physical Education

The core Physical Education programme offers students 100 minutes of PE every week. It aims to build on early experiences at Key Stage
3in order to further develop and apply their knowledge, skill and understanding of practical activities. Games move into more full and
recognised formats of the sport with an understanding of advanced tactics and techniques as well as rules.

Studentsare taught ona carousel system rotating around anumber of activities.In Games and Athletics activities, students are given the
opportunity to develop tactics and advanced skills. They also take on different roles such as coach, organiser and official and have the
opportunity to take the Sports Leadership Awards.

The Award includes training on skills and knowledge required for successful sports leadership including:
«  Communication

«  Planning

«  Health, fitness and lifestyles

Participants are given the opportunity to both plan and practice leading short sessions.

In Fitness students are instructed in the different ways of training and they then carry out their own training programme to improve
personal levels of fitness. They continue to be tested in these areas on a regular basis and set their own personal goals.
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Personal Development Curriculum

At Bede, we work to help students recognise their individual gifts, moral responsibility and precious worth. We summarise this in our Ethos of Valued,
Challenged, Inspired and we structure our Personal Development course around these elements. At Key Stage 4, students continue to have time each
Friday morning to develop their knowledge, understanding and character in the areas that will prepare them to thrive. These include: Challenged to
Work Well: a focus on study and revision skills in REV123; Value Your Well-being & Each Other: information and discussion on physical and mental
health, online safety, relationships and British Values; Inspired for Your Future: advice on further study, careers and financial management.

Each PD session is underpinned by the Core Virtues that create the character we need to stay truly well and supportive of each other.

As our students prepare for their GCSE examinations and the responsibilities of a young adult, their Personal Development time becomes even more
important as groundwork for ‘life in all its fullness’ in their 21st century world.

Value Your Spirituality

We believe that we have more to protect and nurture than our bodies and minds; our soul is where we are truly whole, so every PD session will help
students reflect and act upon this.

Challenged to Work Well

This strand provides time and teaching on study skills and reflection on the behaviour for learning that help students achieve their personal best in
class work across all subjects.

Value Your Well-being

This strand provides guidance and support from experts on how to care for physical and mental health, and include many different topics from e-safety
to relationships, dealing with stress and managing risk.

Value Each Other

This strand features most in terms of opportunities for service and learning about British Values and Protected Characteristics. Fundamentally, it links
to all the other strands because when students value themselves properly, they will respect and support others too.

Inspired by Your Passions

This strand offers time to think about pursuits beyond the classroom that are also important in the development of character and to finding enjoyment
and fulfilment.

Inspired for Your Future

This strand provides guidance and time to consider what steps to choose post-16, with input on qualifications and career choices - finding which route
is right for each individual student.

VALUE YOUR SPIRITUALITY
VALUE YOUR WELL-BEING
CHALLENGED TO WORK WELL

INSPIRED BY YOUR PASSIONS

PERSONAL

DEVELOPMENT
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